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Even though Luke’s name does not appear in
the third Gospel, there is plenty of evidence that
he was the author of this book. The Gospel of
Luke is the first of two volumes (the Acts of the
Apostles being the second) addressed to
Theophilus. In the Book of Acts, the author uses
the pronoun “we” to indicate those times when he
was a traveling companion of Paul’s. Paul referred
to Luke’s companionship in three of his own let-
ters:

• “Our dear friend Luke, the doctor” (Col. 4:14);
• “Only Luke is with me” (II Tim. 4:11); and
• “Luke, my fellow [worker]” (Philem. 24).
Sources dating back to the second century A.D.

The Gospel of Luke

Author

The Gospel of Luke has been called the most
beautiful book ever written. Perhaps this praise
has been given because of the number of Jesus’
parables included in the Gospel—twenty-eight in
all, and more than in any other Gospel. Perhaps it
has been given because the Gospel gives a detailed
account of the works, teachings, and life of Jesus
that are especially important for understanding
the way of salvation. Or perhaps the praise has
been given because Luke made plain that salva-
tion through Jesus is offered to all people.

Indeed, there are many beautiful aspects to the
Gospel of Luke.

The Gospel’s orderly arrangement narrates
Jesus’ life from a point months before His birth to
the point of His ascension into heaven. And yet
Luke’s Gospel is not an eyewitness account. It is
evident, however, that Luke carefully investigated
Jesus’ life and teachings from witnesses (Luke 1:3).
Some of those witnesses may have written their
own Gospel accounts, such as Mark or Matthew.
Some may have told Luke their own testimony of
what they had seen and heard, such as some of the
apostles and others whose lives had been influ-
enced by Jesus.

In some ways, unlike the other Gospel writers,
Luke paid close attention to historical details. For

example, only Luke recorded the names of some
of the Roman officials at the time of Jesus’ birth.
Partly because of Luke’s attention to detail, it is
easier for historians to approximately date some of
the main events of Jesus’ life.

Luke’s Gospel portrays Jesus as the divine
Redeemer, who “came to seek and to save what
was lost” (19:10). Accordingly, Jesus is depicted
not so much as the Jewish Messiah as He is the
Savior for all the people of the world. Time and
again Luke emphasized that salvation is not the
sole possession of the Jews. It is open to people of
all races and all human conditions. The message of
Luke’s Gospel is that the salvation provided by
Jesus is broad enough to include all people.

One common thread between people of the first
century A.D. and people living today is their need
for a Savior. Men and women are bruised and bat-
tered by life’s disappointments and society’s injus-
tices. So were the people of the first century.
People today must face the awfulness of their own
sin, just as people had to do in the first century.
And people today can find strength and hope
through trusting in Jesus, just as Luke’s first
reader, Theophilus, may have done when he read
the Gospel of Luke.

give more evidence for Luke’s authorship. In a
prologue attached to the Gospel, Luke was
acknowledged as the author of both the Gospel
and the Book of Acts. Around A.D. 170 a list of
New Testament Scriptures accepted by the church,
called the Muratorian Canon, also credited Luke
as the writer of the Gospel and of Acts.

Unlike the other three Gospels, the Gospel of
Luke was written by a Gentile. Possibly born in
Antioch of Syria, Luke was a physician. Some
Bible historians speculate that Luke may have
been a freedman. Greek names with contractions
ending in as (such as Luke’s original Greek name,
Loukas) were common among slaves. Greek and
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Purpose
Luke addressed his Gospel to a man named

Theophilus. The author called the recipient of his
book “most excellent” (Luke 1:3), possibly indicat-
ing that Theophilus was an important govern-
ment official. Perhaps Theophilus, whose name
means “lover of God,” was already a convert to
Christianity who yearned to learn more about his
new faith in Jesus Christ. Or perhaps Theophilus
wanted to explore the facts about Christ so he
could decide for himself what to believe. Either
scenario might explain why Luke paid close atten-
tion to historical details.

Thus Luke’s purpose in writing this Gospel
seems to have been to create an accurate, 

How to Use the Leader’s Guide
This Leader’s Guide is all you need to teach the

Gospel of Luke successfully. It contains every bit
of the Bible study material in your students’ study
books. And in addition it provides you with a

dependable account of the works, teachings, and
life of Jesus.

His own Gentile roots and his Gentile audience
explain why his Gospel has a universal perspec-
tive. It speaks to the condition of the entire human
race, not just to Jews. Luke either omitted Jewish
phrases and practices found in the other Gospels
or explained them carefully, making his Gospel
helpful and readable for those less familiar with
Jewish ways. Perhaps Luke, even though he
addressed the book specifically to Theophilus,
expected that his Gospel would be read by many
others.

wealth of ideas for conducting an instructive and
enjoyable class session.

Encourage your students to read the appro-
priate lesson in their study books before coming to

Date
Luke 1:2 seems to imply that Luke wrote not

only during or near the time of the apostles but
also that they were the source of some of his 
information. Yet there remains some disagreement
over when Luke wrote his Gospel.

Because many Bible scholars believe Luke used
Mark’s Gospel as one of the sources for his own
writing, they say Luke must have written his
Gospel sometime after Mark. Therefore, if Mark
was written in the A.D. fifties or early sixties, Luke
was probably written between A.D. 59 and 63.
These dates seem most likely, considering that
Luke closed the Book of Acts—the Gospel’s
sequel--not with Paul’s martyrdom (thought to
have taken place about A.D. 67) but with the end of
Paul’s first imprisonment in Rome (thought to

have taken place between A.D. 60 and 62).
Other Bible scholars believe Luke must have

been written much later—in the A.D. seventies, for
instance. However, these scholars seem to allow
their personal views to color their judgment. If, for
example, these scholars believe no one can predict
the future, then they assume that Luke’s Gospel
had to be written after A.D. 70. (The Gospel 
contains a brief prophecy of the temple’s 
destruction, which actually occurred in A.D. 70.)
But by dating the Gospel in this way, they 
overlook the fact that the Book of Acts fails to
record Paul’s martyrdom—something Luke
almost certainly would have included had it
already occurred.

Roman masters often educated slaves to become
doctors and later freed them to practice as physi-
cians. Some historians have even suggested that
Luke was born into the household of Theophilus,
a government official to whom Luke addressed
both his Gospel and the Book of Acts.

Luke wrote more than one-fourth of the New

Testament—more than any other person. His
Greek grammatical construction is generally rec-
ognized as among the best in the New Testament.
And so are his storytelling-abilities. The Gospel of
Luke is not merely a compilation of fragments; it
is an integrated story written by a well-informed
person.
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Using ‘In Brief’ Passages

Leading a Lesson
The Leader’s Guide is designed to help you and

your students study the Gospel of Luke section by
section. Always keep in mind how much material
you want to cover by the end of the session.

Each section in the Leader’s Guide contains an
estimate of the time you’ll need to complete ques-
tions and activities (excluding EXTRA activities).
In order to be ready to start the study of Exodus,
the next book in our eight-year cycle, you’ll want
to complete a lesson each week.

Probably you will want to begin studying each
section with a reading of its Scripture. There are
several ways to do this. One way is for the class
members to read the passage silently on their own.
Another way is for you or a student to read the
passage out loud while the others follow along in
their own Bibles. Or class members could take

Preparing to Teach a Lesson
We suggest following these steps as you prepare

for each lesson.
1. Rely on the Holy Spirit to enlighten your

mind while you study the Scriptures.
2. Carefully read the Bible passages designated

for the lesson.
3. Read the Bible study material that your 

If you prefer, during the class period you need
not do anything at all with the parts of books cov-
ered “in brief.” However, if you would like to use
those passages, here are some ideas on how to
handle them:

1. In advance, read a commentary or Bible hand-
book on an “in brief” passage, or a part of it that
interests you, and prepare a brief lecture on it. You
may also wish to come up with discussion ques-
tions of your own for the passage.

2. Locate a detailed outline of the Gospel of 
Luke in a Bible reference work, and copy it on an
overhead transparency. Every time you come

turns reading aloud one verse at a time.
After the Scripture reading, work your way

down the list of Questions and Activities. Use the
ones labeled EXTRA if you have time for them.

If you are running out of time, or if one section
seems less valuable for your class than do the oth-
ers, you may wish to skim over a section. In such 
a situation, use the Section Summary to describe
briefly the material you are passing by. Skip the
questions and activities, and move on to the next
section.

At the end of each lesson are two items. The
first, called Following Through, is a closing activ-
ity that will help your students make an appropri-
ate response to the lesson. The second, called
Looking Ahead, is a preview that will let you
know what to expect in next week’s lesson.

students will be reading.
4. Check out the lesson objective, and use as

many of the lesson preparation ideas as you have
time for.

5. Look over the questions and activities for 
each section. Jot down other questions or activities
that would be appropriate for your group.

upon an “in brief” passage in a lesson, use the
transparency to show your students how the pas-
sage fits into the overall structure of the book.

3. Read the “in brief” passage ahead of time and
find a key verse that you can share with your 
students.

4. During the session, break the class into small
groups and assign them parts of the “in brief” 
passage. The groups can read their verses and
write a brief summary of them. Afterward, they
can present their summary to the whole class.

5. Read out loud the summary of the “in brief”
passage contained in the study book.

class. You probably won’t have time in class to
read all the material in the students’ books and to
use the teaching material in this book.

You and your students may use whichever
translation of the Bible you prefer, because this

curriculum does not reprint Luke in its entirety.
However, the study will go easier if everyone uses
the same translation. Printed Bible quotations are
from the New International Version (NIV), except
where otherwise noted.

1409009-SP.pdf  12/12/08  3:06 PM  Page 6



a

Lesson 1 Objectives
That class members will

(1) appreciate the reliability of
Luke’s Gospel;

(2) learn about the events
surrounding Jesus’ birth; and

(3) grow in awe and wonder for
the Savior of the world.

Lesson Preparation Ideas
❏ Write out and pray about
your goals for the quarter.
❏ Though it’s unseasonal to do
so, put up Christmas decora-
tions in your classroom.
❏ Read Matthew 1:18—2:23,
which provides another per-
spective on Jesus’ birth.
❏ For an EXTRA activity in
section b, bring in Christmas
cards showing the manger
scene (the more unrealistic, the
better).
❏ For an activity in section d,
read Genesis 17:9-14 (about
circumcision), Exodus 13:1-16
(about the presentation of boys
to the Lord), and Leviticus 12
(about maternal purification).
❏ For an EXTRA activity in
section d, bring to class hym-
nals or songbooks containing
Christmas carols. Arrange
with a class member to accom-
pany carol singing on a guitar
or other musical instrument.

Luke’s Purpose
(1:1-4)

Section Summary
Luke decided to do careful

research and write his own
Gospel for a man named
Theophilus. Luke wanted
Theophilus to have a trust-
worthy source of information 
on the beginnings of the
Christian faith.

7

Lesson 1 7

Luke’s Purpose 
(1:1-4)

Since I myself have carefully inves-
tigated everything from the begin-
ning, it seemed good also to me to
write an orderly account for you,
most excellent Theophilus, so that
you may know the certainty of the
things you have been taught. 

—Luke 1:3, 4

The first stories about Jesus circu-
lated in oral form. But as more
believers joined the church and as
eyewitnesses began to pass from the
scene, it became necessary to put
Jesus’ words and the stories of His
deeds into written form.

Several accounts of Jesus—
probably including the Gospels of
Matthew and Mark—had already
been produced by the time Luke
decided to write his own. Yet Luke
undertook to check all the facts for
himself and write an orderly
account. Luke was a Gentile doctor
(Col. 4:14) from elsewhere, but he
certainly could have visited Pales-
tine and talked with some of the
people who had known Jesus. For
instance, Luke may have learned

many of the details surrounding
Jesus’ birth from Mary, the mother
of Jesus.

Luke’s efforts were aimed primar-
ily at a man named Theophilus

The Savior Comes
into the World

Luke 1—2

11
a UNRELIABLE

ACCOUNTS:
False Biographies of

JESUS

In the Gospel according to
the Hebrews, Jesus is reported
as referring to “my Mother,
the Holy Spirit.” The Gospel
according to the Egyptians
teaches celibacy as ideal—
even within marriage. The
Gospel of Thomas tells of
Jesus’ performing miracles as a
child (see John 2:11). The
questionable authenticity of
some accounts of Jesus’ life
shows why Luke found it
important to conduct a careful
investigation and sort through
the claims (Luke 1:3).
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Questions and Activities
(About 10 minutes)

❏ Icebreaker. Invite each adult to
share with the others (or if your
class is large, with three people
sitting nearby) the following:

• their name and why they
were given it by their parents;
• their place of birth and what
that town is famous for;
• events surrounding their
birth.

❏ Luke stressed that other
Gospels and his own were trust-
worthy. Some of the other
Gospels were based on eyewit-
ness accounts. Luke carried out
careful investigations to provide
Theophilus with a reliable source
of information (vss. 1-3).

Although the Bible is trust-
worthy, some people today treat
it skeptically.

Why do some people discount
the authority of the Bible?

Possible responses: Some peo-
ple think claims in the Bible are
contradicted by science and rea-
son. They’ve heard that the Bible
is inconsistent with itself.

If your students have skeptical
friends, encourage them to find
evidence in support of the Bible’s
reliability and share this evidence
with their friends.

❏ Theophilus had received some
instruction in the Christian faith,
but needed more (vs. 4). Ask
your students to pretend that
they are Theophilus and that this
quarter’s study is called “All You
Ever Wanted to Know about
Jesus but Were Afraid to Ask.”

What questions about Jesus do
you want answered during this
course?

Write down students’ re-
sponses and keep this list
throughout the quarter. In this
and the following lessons, try to
answer as many of the questions
as possible.

8 Lesson 1

[thee-AHF-ih-luss]. His title (“most
excellent,” vs. 3) tells us that he may
have been a public official. Some
students of the Bible think that
Theophilus had not yet decided
what to believe about Jesus and that
Luke wrote this Gospel as an evan-
gelism tool. Others think Theophilus
may have been someone with influ-
ence in Rome and Luke hoped that
by his reading this Gospel, he would
be convinced to defend Christianity.
Still others believe his name (literal-
ly, “lover of God”) tells us he was
already a believer in Christ. Perhaps
he had recently been converted and
needed more information in order to
grow spiritually.

Whatever the explanation, we can
benefit from the information Luke
compiled for Theophilus. We should
not be satisfied with a superficial
knowledge about Jesus if we want to
develop spiritually. That’s why
Luke’s goal for Theophilus is also an
excellent objective for us: “That you
may know the certainty of the things
you have been taught” (vs. 4). We
need to be sure about our faith.

Ask Yourself . . . How sure am I about
what I believe? Am I growing closer to
Christ and learning more about Him?

rarily deprived of the power of
speech because he doubted the
angel (vss. 5-25). Gabriel similarly
foretold the birth of Jesus to Jesus’
mother-to-be, Mary. Unlike Zechari-
ah, Mary believed the angel (vss. 26-
38). Mary traveled to Zechariah’s
wife—Elizabeth, a relative of 
Mary’s—and expressed her joyful
feelings about God (vss. 39-56). John
the Baptist was born and at his cir-
cumcision Zechariah’s power of
speech was restored (vss. 57-66).
Zechariah prophesied about the
roles Jesus and John would play
when grown (vss. 67-79). John grew
up in a wilderness area (vs. 80).

Luke 2:1-7

Jesus Is Born 
(2:1-7)

While [Mary and Joseph] were [in
Bethlehem], the time came for the
baby to be born, and she gave birth
to her firstborn, a son. She
wrapped him in cloths and placed
him in a manger, because there was
no room for them in the inn. 

—Luke 2:6, 7

Luke introduced Jesus’ birth by
setting it in its historical context. He
mentioned two officials—the emper-
or of Rome, Caesar Augustus, and
the governor of Syria, Publius Sulpi-
cius Quirinius. He also mentioned a
political event: the Roman census
that drew Mary and Joseph to Beth-
lehem.

Luke’s historical approach under-

Luke 1:5-80 in Brief

These verses describe events pre-
ceding the birth of Jesus. The angel
Gabriel foretold the birth of John the
Baptist to John’s father-to-be,
Zechariah. Zechariah was tempo-

b

8
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Jesus Is Born 
(2:1-7)

Section Summary
By imperial decree, every-

one in the Roman Empire had 
to register for a census. Joseph
and Mary complied with the
decree by going to Bethlehem,
where Mary gave birth to 
Jesus. The family could not get
regular lodging, so the baby’s
first bed was a manger.

Questions and Activities
(About 10 minutes)

❏ God used a Roman census to
divert Joseph and Mary from
Nazareth to Bethlehem so that
Jesus would be born there (vss. 
1-5). God must have wanted His
Son to be born in Bethlehem to
emphasize that Jesus would ful-
fill promises made to David.
Bethlehem had been the birth-
place of David (I Sam. 17:12). The
prophet Micah had predicted that
the Messiah would be born in
Bethlehem (Mic. 5:2).

Ask your women students to
pretend they are Mary and your
men students to pretend they are
Joseph.

Mary, how did you feel when
you found out you would have to
travel all the way from Nazareth
to Bethlehem while pregnant?

Possible responses: “I knew it
would be uncomfortable.” “I was
worried about my baby.”

9

9Lesson 1

scores the fact that at Christ’s birth
the eternal God invaded temporal
human affairs. Not only that, but
also God used secular rulers and
events to accomplish His purposes.

The Roman census was not so
much to count people as to deter-
mine who owed taxes and who
could serve in the Roman army
(though Jews were not subject to
military conscription). To comply
with the census, Joseph had to travel
about seventy miles—at least a
three-day journey—from Nazareth
to Bethlehem, the town of his ances-

tors. Mary was almost ready to give
birth, so it was not the best time for
her to take a trip. But there was no
way Joseph could delay the trip. So
they decided Mary should go with
him.

Since Bethlehem was filled to
overflowing with travelers, there
were no suitable accommodations
for a pregnant woman. So, tradition
says, Mary gave birth to her first-
born son in a cave that had been
made into a stable. Some Bible stu-
dents, on the other hand, think
Joseph and Mary stayed in the open

Luke 2:1-7

?  ?  ?  ?When Was Jesus Born?

Most Bible scholars have concluded that Jesus was born
sometime between 8 B.C. and 4 B.C. Here are some of the facts
that must be considered:

• Caesar Augustus (Luke 2:1) was emperor of Rome from 
31 B.C. to A.D. 14.

• One Roman inscription refers to an official who governed
Syria sometime in the first decade B.C. and again for a while in
the first decade A.D.; this may have been Quirinius (vs. 2).

• The earliest Roman census we know about from sources
other than the Bible was conducted d in A.D. 6. Since these cen-
suses were probably conducted every fourteen years, the ‘first
census would have been in 8 B.C. However, it may have been
delayed a year or more in Palestine.

• Jesus may have lived for as long as two years before Herod
the Great died in the spring of 4 B.C. (Matt. 2:16, 19).

• Jesus was about thirty when He began His ministry in 
A.D. 26 or 27 (Luke 3:1, 23).

Luke 1:5-80 in Brief

For ideas on how to handle this
passage, see page 6.

b
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10 Lesson 1

courtyard of a crowded inn, where
there would have been a series of
stalls along the walls. Travelers used
the stalls as stables and lean-to shel-
ters. Quite possibly, Mary gave birth
surrounded by the activity of the
courtyard. She wrapped her baby
tightly with a cloth strip resembling
a bandage. Then she laid Him in a
trough used for feeding animals.

Being born in a stable was a hum-
ble beginning for the One who
would be the Savior of the world!
Mary must have wondered how the
angel’s words about Him (1:32, 33)
could come true.

We can be thankful, however, that
Luke told this side of the story. He
showed us how low God stooped to
lift fallen humanity. Jesus came as a
poor, humble, homeless baby.
Because He identified with the low-
est, He gives hope today to those
who have no other source of hope.

No matter how futile our circum-

stances might seem, we can find
strength knowing that God
cared enough to send His Son to
experience life as we know it.

Ask Yourself . . . How do I feel
when I think of Jesus’ being born in
the most unfavorable and
unpromising of circumstances?
What in my life can I relate to that
situation?

A silver star marks the spot in the
Church of the Nativity, Bethlehem,
where tradition says Jesus was born.

c Shepherds Hear the
Good News (2:8-20)

The angel said to [the shepherds],
“Do not be afraid. I bring you good
news of great joy that will be for all
the people. Today in the town of
David a Savior has been born to
you; he is Christ the Lord.” 

—Luke 2:10, 11

An angel announced the birth of
the Messiah to ordinary shepherds,
not to powerful rulers or religious
leaders. Why did God single them
out for such an incredible display of
heavenly glory?

Possibly God chose to tell shep-
herds about the birth of His Son to
make a point: It is not the influential
or the elite who receive God’s salva-
tion but those who call for help and
place their trust in God. Salvation is

Joseph, how did you feel when
you found out you would have to
travel all the way from Nazareth
to Bethlehem?

Possible responses: “I was con-
cerned about how well Mary
could take it.” “I hated to leave
my carpentry business.”

Point out that while Joseph and
Mary probably both were disap-
pointed at having to go to
Bethlehem, God took care of
them and used their trip as part
of His plans. Similarly, many of
the things we dread doing turn
out well.

❏ The census drew many people
to Bethlehem, causing the inn to
fill up before Joseph and Mary
got there. So they had to settle for
less comfortable lodging (Luke
2:6, 7). Possibly they stayed in a
stable or courtyard, since they
used a manger (animals’ feed
trough) as a cradle.

If you could rewrite history,
would you rather have Jesus born
in a palace than where He was
born? Why or why not?

Point out that Jesus’ humble
origins can remind us of the way
He understands and is concerned
about our everyday difficulties.

❏ EXTRA
Card discussion-starter. If you

brought in Christmas cards unre-
alistically depicting the manger
scene, show these to your stu-
dents. Then discuss with them
how the real circumstances sur-
rounding the birth of Jesus may
have differed from the popular
image of those circumstances.
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Lesson 1

for all, including the weak and
oppressed—even society’s outcasts.
In announcing the message of salva-
tion, God wanted the world to know
there are no second-class people. He
loves us all!

These Bethlehem shepherds may
have watched over flocks of sheep
reserved for temple sacrifices in
Jerusalem. It is intriguing to imagine
these shepherds, so familiar with
sacrificial lambs, being the first to
see the Lamb of God—the sacrifice
for the sins of the world!

The angel brought “good news of
great joy . . . for all the people” 
(vs. 10). This was a message of hope
for those looking for the Messiah.
But it was also good news for those
who knew nothing about the Messi-
ah. Jesus was God’s solution to the
problem of sin. And this good news
still transforms the harsh realities of
life into joys of a new life and hope
for eternity.

The angel told the shepherds that
the Savior “is Christ the Lord” (vs.
11). Military and political leaders
during those times were frequently
called “saviors.” But the
angel made it clear that
this Savior was unique—
He was the Anointed
One, the Messiah.

The shepherds stared
in amazement, trembling
and trying to grasp the
significance of the 
angel’s announcement.

KEEPERS of the

FLOCKS
Since they lived out in the

open and were unable to
maintain strict obedience to
the law, shepherds generally
were considered to be ceremo-
nially unclean. As a result, they
were despised by religious
legalists and were typically
excluded from temple worship.

Custom did not allow shep-
herds to serve as witnesses in
legal cases, possibly because
they were considered unscru-
pulous characters who often
took things that belonged to
others. How ironic that God
invited these despised men to
be witnesses to the greatest
event of history (see Luke
2:17)!

Luke 2:8-20

This area near Bethlehem is
known as “Shepherd’s Field.”

Shepherds Hear
the Good News 
(2:8-20)

Section Summary
At night a group of shep-

herds near Bethlehem received 
an angelic announcement 
about the birth of the Savior 
and Messiah. Hurrying into
town, the shepherds found the
baby in a manger, just as an 
angel had said. The shepherds
spread the word and gave 
glory to God.

Questions and Activities
(About 10 minutes)

❏ Shepherd interviews. A peaceful
night in the Judean countryside
was disturbed when an angel
appeared and the glory of God
shone around. The angel told
shepherds the joyful news that a
Savior, the Messiah, had been
born and was lying in a manger.
Then more angels appeared and
praised God (vss. 8-14).

Ask for a few volunteers to
roleplay as the shepherds of
Bethlehem. Pretend to be a tele-
vision interviewer and ask the
shepherds questions, such as:

• What were you doing when
the angel appeared?
• What was your first reaction?
• What did you think of the
angel’s announcement?
• How did you feel when you
saw a great crowd of angels
praising God?

❏ The shepherds took the angel’s
hint and went to Bethlehem in
search of the baby. After finding
Him, they amazed others with
reports of what they had seen
and heard (vss. 15-18). Later, they
returned, praising God (vs. 20).

What about the shepherds’ 
testimony may have caused

amazement in their hearers?

c

1409009-SP.pdf  12/12/08  3:11 PM  Page 11



12

Suddenly the night sky explod-
ed with the sounds of angels
praising God. They gave glory
to God and announced peace
for all who receive God’s favor.

People long for peace, but
true peace cannot be achieved
until individuals experience
inner peace, which is possible
only through faith in Jesus
Christ.

Overwhelmed by the angel’s
announcement, the shepherds
dropped everything and hur-
ried to see what they had heard
about. They found the baby 
just as they had been told. After-
ward, they could not contain
their enthusiasm. They stopped
passersby and told people loi-
tering nearby about the events
that had brought them to find
the Christ.

Ask Yourself . . . When was the
last time I was so excited about
something God was doing in my
life that I just had to tell somebody?

When we come face-to-face with
things God has done, we too will
have to tell others. Unfortunately,
the familiarity of the Christmas
story sometimes dilutes the aston-
ishment of it all. Unless we are care-
ful, we can lose the wonder: Yes, it is
great. But I’ve heard it all before.

The shepherds returned to their
fields, but they were changed. How
could they help but praise and glori-
fy God for what they had seen?

Meanwhile, Mary did not com-
pletely comprehend the events that
were happening around her. She

12 Lesson 1

“treasured . . . and pondered” them
in her heart (vs. 19). She would
never forget what happened the
night Jesus was born.

Like Mary, we do not have to
understand everything God is doing
before we can appreciate His work
in our lives. We can ponder God’s
ways and at the same time treasure
what He is doing.

Ask Yourself . . . What is God doing 
in my life that I don’t fully understand?
What might I gain by slowing down
enough to ponder it?

The
MESSIAH

The
CHRIST

The
‘ANOINTED ONE’

Christ is a word borrowed from
Greek. It means “Anointed One,”
signifying divine commissioning for a
specific task. In Old Testament times,
kings and priests were anointed with
oil as a sign of their divine appoint-
ment.

The Hebrew word for the Anoint-
ed One is translated Messiah. It was
used of the promised one who
would deliver Israel from oppression.
Most Jews thought He would be a
political leader. They did not consid-
er that His mission might be to free
them from sin.

Perhaps people were amazed
that angels had appeared to
lowly shepherds. Perhaps they
were amazed that the long-
awaited Messiah had finally been
born. Perhaps they were amazed
that the Messiah was sleeping in
a manger.

Who was the first person you
told about Jesus? How long did
your initial enthusiasm last?

❏ EXTRA
“Mary treasured up all these

things and pondered them in her
heart” (vs. 19; compare vs. 51).
She apparently was of a reflective
or meditative nature.

Ask your students if any of
them would be willing to answer
out loud the second Ask Yourself
question on page 12.

What is God doing in your life
that you don’t fully understand?
What might you gain by slowing
down enough to ponder it?

Jesus Is Taken to
the Temple 
(2:21-40)

Section Summary
Joseph and Mary stayed on

in Bethlehem for a while after
Jesus’ birth. At least twice they
traveled to the temple in
nearby Jerusalem for religious
duties. Once they had Jesus
circumcised. Another time
they presented Him to the
Lord. On the second visit two
elderly people, Simeon and
Anna, recognized Jesus’
special nature. Later, the
family returned to Nazareth.

Questions and Activities
(About 10 minutes)

❏ Scripture study. When Jesus 
was eight days old, Joseph and

d
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Jesus Is Taken to the
Temple (2:21-40)

When the time of their purification
according to the Law of Moses had
been completed, Joseph and Mary
took him to Jerusalem to present
him to the Lord.             —Luke 2:22

Joseph and Mary carefully fol-
lowed the law. They had Jesus cir-
cumcised when He was eight days
old (vs. 21; see Lev. 12:3). Jesus, who
would usher in the new covenant,
fulfilled all the requirements of the
old covenant.

It was customary for Jewish boys
to be named when they were cir-
cumcised. Mary and Joseph used the
name the angel had given (Luke
1:31). “Jesus” is the Greek form of
the Hebrew name Joshua; it means
“the Lord saves.”

The law also required purification
for Mary and her baby (2:22). All
Jewish mothers were ceremonially
unclean for seven days following the
birth of a son. Then they had to wait
an additional thirty-three days
before they could offer a temple
sacrifice for purification (see Lev.
12:1-3).

Again we see Jesus’ 
link with the 
poor.

His parents brought an offering
people gave when they couldn’t
afford the traditional lamb (Luke
2:24; see Lev.12:6-8).

Then they consecrated Jesus as
their firstborn son (Luke 2:23; see
Exod. 13:2, 12). This ceremony
reminded Jews that each child was a
gift from God. But in this special
case Jesus was a gift from God to the
whole world.

At the temple Mary and Joseph
met two devout elderly people:
Simeon (Luke 2:25-35) and Anna
(vss. 36-38).

The Holy Spirit prompted Simeon
to go to the temple at the same time
Mary, Joseph, and Jesus were there.
Luke said Simeon had been waiting
“for the consolation of Israel”
(2:25)—an expression rabbis of that
time used to speak of their hope for
the coming Messiah.

The Holy Spirit had told Simeon
that he would live to see the Messi-
ah. When Simeon saw Jesus, he
knew his prayers had been

Luke 2:21-40

d

Temple
Court of Israel

Court of Women

Court of Gentiles

Mary had him circumcised.
About thirty-two days later, the
pair took Jesus to the temple for
His presentation and Mary’s
purification (vss. 21-24).

Divide your class into three
groups, each studying the origin
of one of the religious practices
mentioned in these verses:

• Circumcision Group—
Genesis 17:9-14;
• Presentation Group—
Exodus 13:1-16;
• Purification Group—
Leviticus 12.
Ask the groups to read their

assigned Bible passages and
write a one-paragraph explana-
tion of the religious practice.
When all three groups have fin-
ished, have a representative from
each read their paragraph aloud.

❏ When Jesus was little more
than a month old, two senior citi-
zens recognized Him as the
Savior. God had preserved their
lives until this point so that they
could see the Messiah.

Ask your students to focus on
Simeon’s words (vss. 29-32, 34,
35). Discuss with your students
what these words tell us about
Simeon, God, Jesus, and Mary.

❏ Once Mary, Jesus and Joseph
had returned to Nazareth from
Egypt, they no doubt led a
relatively normal life under
God’s blessing (vss. 39, 40). But
whenever they thought back to
the events in Bethlehem, they
must have been reminded that
God had a special plan for them
and especially for Jesus.

What is God’s plan or purpose
for your life?

This varies for everyone, of
course. Be prepared to share your
own idea of where you think God
is leading you. God reveals His
will through Scripture, confirm-
ing circumstances, wise counsel
of others, our spiritual gifts, our
particular upbringing, and
momentous experiences.
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answered. He held the baby and
blessed Him, saying He would be
God’s salvation.

Simeon’s view of the Messiah had
more dimensions than what others
hoped for. Most thought of the Mes-
siah as a political leader who would
set the Jewish nation free. Simeon
grasped the Messiah’s spiritual
nature. Those who rejected Him
would fall in judgment; those who
accepted Him would be exalted (vs.
34). Either way, no one would be
able to remain neutral about Him.

It’s still the same today. We must
have an opinion about Jesus. Either
we are for Him or we are against
Him. Either we surrender our lives
to Him or we are at war with Him.

Ask Yourself . . . Have I ever tried to
remain neutral about Jesus? What
would I do differently if I could do it
over again?

Mary, Joseph, and Jesus also met a
prophetess named Anna in the tem-
ple. She was either eighty-four years
old or she had been a widow for
eighty-four years—the text is not
clear (2:37). She may have lodged in
one of the rooms of the temple com-
plex, or at least she spent most of
her waking hours at the temple. She
was truly pious, and no doubt like
Simeon, she had longed to see the
Messiah. When she finally did see
Jesus, she praised God and told
other devout people about Him.

The stories of Simeon and Anna
provide a valuable reminder that
God rewards the faithful. He pre-

served the lives of that man and
woman until they saw the Lord.
Similarly, God’s plan includes
showing us kindnesses along the
way of our lives.

After Mary and Joseph had Jesus
circumcised and presented Him at
the temple, they returned to their
home in Nazareth of Galilee (vs. 39).
Although Luke did not say so, this
move did not occur until after the
family had lived for a while in Egypt
(Matt. 2:13-23). In Nazareth Jesus
grew and was filled with God’s
wisdom (Luke 2:40).

Luke 2:41-52

Luke 2:41-52 in Brief

The temple figures in the only
other biblical story we have from
Jesus’ early years. Mary and Joseph
had taken Jesus with them to
Jerusalem for the Feast of the
Passover, one of the three most
important festivals in the Jewish
calendar. When the Feast was over,
the caravan headed for Nazareth
without Jesus. (Possibly Joseph—at
the back of the caravan—thought
Jesus was with Mary, while she—at
the front—thought Jesus was with
Joseph.) After discovering Jesus was
not in the caravan, Joseph and Mary
tracked Jesus down at the temple,
which He said was the natural place
for Him to be.

Jesus, an obedient son, returned
with Mary and Joseph to Nazareth,
where He finished growing up.

❏ EXTRA
Carol singing. Distribute hym-

nals or songbooks and invite stu-
dents to name Christmas carols
related to passages studied this
week (examples: “Away in a
Manger,” “It Came upon the
Midnight Clear”). Read phrases
in these carols that describe the
events of Bethlehem. Then have
the class sing some of the carols.

Luke 2:40-52 in Brief

For ideas on how to handle this
passage, see page 6.

Following Through
(About 5 minutes)

Remind your students of the
opening verses of the Gospel
of Luke. In those verses Luke
described his plan to provide
Theophilus with trustworthy
information about Jesus.

Invite your students to think
about non-Christians they
know who might be open to
an honest investigation of the
Bible’s claims. Then encourage
your students to try to meet
the needs of those people. For
instance, a student could lead
an inquirer’s Bible study over
the lunch hour with some of
his or her coworkers. Also, stu-
dents could invite people to
attend your class next week on 
a trial basis.

Looking Ahead

The next lesson picks up Jesus’
story when He was an adult and
ready to enter into His ministry. For
an EXTRA activity, cut pieces of col-
ored construction paper in the shape
of fruit. For another EXTRA activ-
ity, prepare a plate of tasty food and
a “Do Not Touch” sign.

1409009-SP.pdf  12/12/08  3:12 PM  Page 14


