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Spring, Lesson Palm Sunday 3

Bible Basis:
Luke 22:47—23:49

Bible Truth:
God loves us so much that 
he sent Jesus to die for us.

Jesus Suffered 
and Died

Memory Verse: Jesus declared, “I tell you the truth, no one can see the 
kingdom of God unless he is born again” (John 3:3).

Note: Early elementary verse in bold type.
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GET SET!
(Lesson Preparation)

Print today’s Bible memory verse on a poster board: •	 Jesus declared, “I tell you 
the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again” (John 
3:3). Hang the poster at the front of the classroom.
Draw the outline of a large cross on a sheet of butcher paper.•	
Photocopy •	 Palm Sunday ZipLine for each child.
Photocopy •	 Palm Sunday Lookout Card for each helper.
Set out the trekking backpack and •	 (optional) treasure box.
Hang a large sheet of butcher paper or poster board on the wall if using the •	
Welcome Time Activity.
If using Activity #1, make tape lines at either end of the playing area. Then •	 create a 
box, or “jail,” with the tape in the center of the playing area.
Set up snack or outside play activities if you include these items in your children’s •	
ministry.
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PASSWORD, PLEASE!
(Welcome and Bible Connection)

Objective:•	  To excite children’s interest and connect their life experiences with the 
Bible Truth, children will create a mural about love.

You Will Need:
trekking backpack ❒
1 poster board  ❒
butcher paper or poster board ❒
markers or crayons ❒
index cards ❒
pencils ❒
double-stick tape ❒
Palm Sunday ZipLine  ❒ home-
connection page
Palm Sunday Lookout Card ❒
(optional) ❒  treasure box
(optional) ❒  snack: large pretzel 
rods, icing, knives
(optional) ❒  Activity #1: masking 
tape
(optional) ❒  Activity #2: craft 
sticks, yarn, glue, markers

When you see this icon, 
it means preparation 

will take more than five 
minutes.

Palm 
Sunday
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Sharing Time and Bible Connection 
Introduce today’s lesson by discussing these questions with your students. As you talk, give every child 
the opportunity to say something.

What’s the biggest thing someone could do for you to show he or she loves you?•	
What’s the biggest thing you could do for someone you love?•	
What does “sacrifice” mean?•	  (to give something up, to do something difficult for someone else)
What are some things you or someone you know has sacrificed? •	 (giving up free time to help 
someone, not eating dessert so someone else could have it, letting someone else take your place in 
line while you go to the back, etc.)

After this sharing time, help your students connect their discussion to the Bible story they’re about to 
hear from Luke 22 and 23:

Way before you and I were born, God had a plan for us. He knew we would need forgiveness 
for all we would do wrong. He loves us so much that he wants us all to be able to have a 
friendship with him. His plan meant someone had to be the sacrifice for us to show God’s love. 
Let’s find out what God’s plan was.
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CLIMB IN! Luke 22:47–23:49
(Bible Discover and Learn Time)

Objective:•	  Children will study Luke 22:47—23:49 to understand that Jesus suffered and died as 
their personal sacrifice for sin.
Materials:•	  large cross drawn on butcher paper, index cards, pencils, double-stick tape

Post the cross at the front of the story area. Give one index card to each child.
Everyone in the world has sinned. Since God is perfect, our sin separated us from him. Think 

for a moment of some of the wrong things you’ve done in your life. Give children a few minutes 
to write a short list of sins on their index cards. Lookouts can circulate throughout the room to help 
younger children as needed. You and your helpers should also make cards. Hold your card in your 
hands while we talk about the Bible story.

Since God loves us so much, he wanted to make a way for us to become friends with him. 
So, many years ago, he sent his only Son, Jesus, to earth. 

Jesus did some amazing, exciting things while he was living on earth. He made many sick 

Welcome Time Activity: Amazing Love
Materials:•	  butcher paper or poster board, markers or crayons

As children arrive, invite them to draw pictures or write words on the butcher 
paper/poster board of things people do to show others that they love them. 
Helpers can be standing by to assist as needed and engage the children in a 
discussion about acts of love.
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people well, and he even brought dead people back to life. But of all the 
things Jesus did while he was living on earth, the thing we’re going to 
learn about now was the main reason he came. 

After Jesus ate the Last Supper with his disciples, Jewish leaders 
arrested him. They wanted to kill Jesus because they were jealous and 
afraid of him. Everything that was happening was part of God’s plan to 
save you and me from the punishment for our sins.

After Jesus was arrested, he was treated really badly. The Jewish leaders 
wanted to find a person in power who could say that Jesus was a criminal 
and should be killed. Not one powerful person could find anything at all 
wrong in what Jesus had done. Do you know why? Allow responses. Because 
Jesus had never sinned! He was God, so he was without any sin. That’s what makes him 
different from you and me. Each one of us has done things that we were able to write on our 
cards.

Finally, the Jewish leaders got their way. Roman soldiers led Jesus to a hill with two 
criminals. They made Jesus carry a really heavy wooden cross that was bigger than he was. 
Jesus was willing to let this happen because he loves you and me so much. Jesus could have 
stopped it whenever he wanted to, but he knew this was the way we could be saved from 
dying for our own wrongs.

After hanging on the cross and being made fun of, Jesus died. God made the sun stop 
shining for a while. He caused an earthquake to shake the earth, and he made a huge curtain 
in the Jewish temple tear in half, right down the middle.

Take another look at your cards. Jesus carried all our sins to the cross with him so we 
wouldn’t have to carry them anymore. Because God loves us so much, he sent Jesus to die and 
take away our sins if we believe in him and realize we’re sinners. Direct children to come up in 
small groups to stick their cards on the cross. You and helpers should also stick on cards.

As we look at our cross and see all the cards covering it, we can see why Jesus needed to 
come for us. We can also see that we have lots of wrongs to be paid for. That’s why Jesus died. 
How amazing that God loved us so much he was willing to send Jesus to make this sacrifice 
for us!

We’re going to find out something wonderful next week. Jesus didn’t stay dead! We’ll find 
out more about that amazing miracle next time.

Close the story time with prayer, attentive to the Holy Spirit’s directing. Pray that those children who 
haven’t decided to ask Jesus to forgive their sins will see how much he loves them and why he died for 
them.
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USE THE CLUES!
(Bible Review)

Okay, let’s see what you remember.

Why did God send Jesus to die for us? •	 (he loves us, he wants a friendship with us, we are sinners 
and need forgiveness)
How do we decide that we want Jesus’ suffering and death to be the payment for our sin? •	
(we realize we can’t fix our sins ourselves, tell Jesus we’re sorry for all our wrongs, accept his 
forgiveness, learn to live life God’s way)
According to the memory verse, what needs to happen so we can live in heaven forever? •	
(we need to be born again, be saved, accept Christ, choose to follow Jesus)

Ask a volunteer to open the backpack. There’s nothing inside! That’s because today’s hiking 
gear is the backpack itself.

How could a backpack be useful on a hike?•	  (you can carry things in it, it helps you take what you 
need with you)
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How is this backpack a reminder that God loves us so much he sent Jesus to die for us?•	  
(Jesus came to carry our sins, Jesus took our sins to the cross so we don’t have to carry them 
anymore, our sins weigh us down until we accept Jesus as our Savior) 

Lay the backpack underneath the tree or hiking bulletin board.
Every bit of punishment and suffering that Jesus experienced wasn’t what he deserved. You 

and I deserve the punishment because we have all sinned. God sent Jesus to carry our sins 
because he loves us so much.
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HIDE ’N‘ SEEK John 3:3
(Scripture Memory)

Objective:•	  Children will hide God’s Word in their hearts for guidance, protection, and 
encouragement.

Read this week’s memory verse from the poster. Point to each word as you read it: Jesus declared, “I 
tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again” (John 3:3). 

Have students form two or more circles. Choose a volunteer to stand in the center of each circle. 
The center children should close their eyes and point with one hand. Children on the outside will walk 
around the circles until you say stop. When everyone stops, whomever the center children are pointing 
to will say the first word of the verse. Continue until the whole verse is recited, and then say the 
reference in unison. Play again several times, allowing children to take turns in the center.
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PRAYER HIDEAWAY

Objective: •	 Children will explore and practice prayer for themselves in small groups.
Materials:•	  copies of Palm Sunday Lookout Card for each adult or teen helper

Break into small groups of three to five children. Assign a teen or adult helper to each small group and 
give each helper a copy of Palm Sunday Lookout Card (page 9) with ideas for group discussion and 
prayer.
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TREETOP TREATS: Cross Sticks
(Optional Snack)

Materials:•	  large pretzel rods, icing, knives

Give each child two pretzel rods. Allow them to use a dab of icing to join the pretzels together in the 
shape of a cross. As children eat, talk about how God showed his great love for us by sacrificing his 
Son.

Note: Always be aware of children with food allergies and have another option on hand if necessary.
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APPLICATION

Objective:•	  Children will have opportunities to show how the lesson works in 
their lives through activities and home-connection pages.

Some children’s ministries may allow children to play outside at this point. If yours 
does not, choose one of the following activities. 
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ZIPLINE
(Home-Connection Page)

Let children who brought back a signed pass from last week’s home-connection page choose a prize 
from the treasure box. When you take this ZipLine paper home each week and do the activities, 
your parents can sign the Club Pass to show you finished the work. Bring the signed pass back 
next week to choose a prize from the treasure box. 

Distribute the home-connection pages and yarn crosses (if made) just before children leave.C
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1 2 3

1 2 3

1 2 3 Saved!
Materials:•	  masking tape

Before you begin, choose two volunteers to be “It.” They will stand in between the two tape lines 
while everyone else lines up behind one of the lines. When you say, “go,” everyone will run from 
one tape line to the other. The children in the center will try to tag as many runners as they can. 
If a child is tagged, he or she will go and stand in the “jail.” When you give the signal again, 
Children who were not tagged will then run back across the room. If there are children in jail, 
the runners have the option of “saving” those children by tagging them on the way across. If 
either the runner or the person he or she is trying to save is tagged, they must both stand in jail.

How is this game like what Jesus did for us? (he saved us from our sins)

CLUB PASS
CLUB PASS
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Yarn Crosses
Materials: •	 craft sticks, yarn, glue, markers

Guide students as they lay two craft sticks in the shape of a cross and wrap yarn around the 
center. A small amount of glue may be used on the craft sticks to hold the wrapped yarn in 
place. Lookouts can help children tie the yarn off after it has been wrapped a few times. If 
desired, children can use extra yarn to tie to the wrapped yarn and create a loop for hanging. 
When the crosses are finished, children can write “God loves me!” vertically on their craft sticks 
with the markers.




















	Palm Sunday: Jesus Suffered and Died
	Easter Sunday: Jesus—Alive Again!



